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to addressing climate change. They have achieved strategic constantly and brought the issue of
dealing with climate change into their socioeconomic development strategy, under the guidance of
the principles and provisions of the Convention. Besides, according to the Cancun Decisions and the
Paris Agreement in process, emerging developing countries set relative emissions targets and national
climate change adaptation strategies based on respective national abilities and conditions. Although
these efforts help developing countries to explore the new low-carbon development path, and also get
marked achievements, lots of tough challenges still remains.

All in all, although developed and developing countries have different historical responsibilities,
developmental stages, country capacities and national conditions, they have formed the strategic
consensus of the low-carbon development path, international cooperation needs and some major
issues. In the process of further development of the global climate governance, the consensus
on achieving an innovative development pathways needs to be further condensed, and based on
the different abilities and conditions, more targeted strategy of path innovation, goals, actions
and policies, measures and supporting system of developed and developing countries in different

development stages need to be recognized

11. China’s current development stage and its new global strategic positioning
determine that innovation of development path is China’s inherent

requirement.
After more than thirty years of rapid development since the opening-up, China as the biggest

developing country, which is undergoing rapid industrialization and urbanization and towards a
higher stage of development, has achieved great achievements. China’s total economic output now
ranks the second of the world and its GDP per capita has increased to around USD7,800. China has
almost accomplished its task of poverty alleviation and is now entering into a new stage to fully
establishment of a well-off society by 2020.

From the perspective of growth economicsOthe inputs of elements like labor, capital, energy,
land, water, mineral products and environmental capacity have made a major contribution to the rapid
economic growth over three decades. Upgrading economic development to “new normal” condition
means that China’s traditional development mode relied on the quantity of input of elements has come
to an end. In the economic take-off stage, by over consuming natural resources and environmental
capacity to complete the primitive capital accumulation, this process has result in enormous social
and environmental consequences. As the coal based energy endowment becomes a new comparative
disadvantage under increasingly tight global carbon constraints, if China failed in transiting to
new economic development mode driven by innovation and promoting technology and industrial
revaluation characterized by low-carbon timely, China is very likely to fall into "middle income
trap" restricted by resources and environment, which will seriously affect the realization of the two
century goals. On the other hand, with the increase of the stock of social wealth and income level, it

is possible to shift to a new development stage under which the economic growth mainly relies on the
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efficiency of inputs, thus alleviating the social consequences caused by overdraft of natural recourses.

China’s foremost strategic priorities in the next decades continue to focus on increasing incomes,
moving towards more advantageous development stage, and generally raising the standard of living.
Meanwhile, China's traditional input-heavy growth model is no longer sustainable and making China
faces the risks falling into the “middle-income trap.”

In the context of comprehensive deepening reform and promoting the construction of ecological
civilization, exploration and development of an innovative development path has become a prioritized
theoretical and practical mission for China. Low-carbon development as an efficient and intensive
economic development model, to foster and promote new economic growth point and model so as to
improve the quality and effectiveness of economic growth by the application of new technologies and
regulations that match new resources and environmental constraints, will become a powerful driving
force to promote China's economic restructuring and development.

China needs to explore an innovative low-carbon development path which is better than the
traditional ones of developed countries, and to upgrade its growth to a “new normal” condition: low-
carbon development as a key driving force to improve elements productivity and achieve transition,
and to achieve the innovation of development path by increasing energy efficiency, transforming
energy mix, upgrading industrial structure, optimizing income structure and improving human
resources. Innovation of development path and implementation of low-carbon strategy shall be
understood as a way to achieve China’s two century goals and to establish China’s comparative

advantages in global low-carbon trends and low-carbon technology revolution.

12. China’s innovative development pathway is of considerable importance to
the global green and low-carbon transformation.

Having experienced 30 years of rapid growth and 20 years of intensifying globalization, China
now plays a pivotal role in the world economy. Therefore, in analyzing China's new development
phase and the economic transition, one has to consider China's position in the world economy as a
whole. China's innovative development path is of great importance for global transition towards green
and low-carbon economic development.

Since the industrial revolution, the global cumulative greenhouse gas emissions pattern is still
the same as it is contributed predominantly by developed countries. While the annual instantaneous
emissions pattern has remarkably changed and will eventually alter the cumulative emissions pattern
over the long term. China’s rapid growth of total carbon emissions and emissions per capita has been
increasingly noticeable. Although there is still disparity between China and the US/ EU in cumulative
greenhouse gas emission, with the high GDP, considerable energy consumption, fast economy
development and further acceleration of the China’s industrialization and urbanization, it is inevitable
that China’s CO, emission growth will continue and eventually raise the international share of
historical cumulative emissions. For this reason, the future carbon emission in China is critical to the

global emission pattern and pathways. China’s achievement of managing and controlling emissions
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through innovative development pathway will be essential for the world to achieve carbon emissions
cut goals.

Along with the economic transition to a cleaner, more efficient and low-carbon development,
there will be an enormous domestic market created in China for clean energy technology, products
and services. On top of that, there will be large-scale demands for developed countries on regulations,
technologies, standards and advanced management experiences. China, with the world’s leading
manufacturing capacity and high-quality production capacity, with the enormous domestic market
and relative abundance of capital, can strengthen the collaborations with the US, EU and other
countries throughout the low-carbon technology industry chains by means of bilateral and multilateral
cooperation activities. Parties in the cooperation can optimize the global industrial layout and the
specialized division of labor, enhance the R&D ability in low-carbon technology development and
the innovation capacity for developing business models. Meanwhile, the cooperation can accelerate
the cost reduction of low-carbon technology application, and help expand the market shares of
low-carbon technologies and products worldwide. All of these outcomes will further help lower
the carbon emissions, while advancing social prosperity and employment to achieve a re-balanced
global economy. Moreover, the low-cost and low-carbon solutions will promote the renovation of
infrastructure facilities in developed countries, reducing the difficulties for these countries to achieve
a low-carbon transition.

As the world’s largest developing country, China can provide other developing countries with
referential demonstrations of its innovative development pathway and experience-sharing on its low-
carbon sustainable development. By offering supports via the channel of South-South Cooperation,
China can help these countries avoid the dependence on and Lock-in Effects of conventional high-
carbon pathways, while stepping toward a “low-pollution, low-emission” but highly efficient &
innovative development path. By self-transitioning, China will leverage low-carbon transition
activities on a global scale, and will make significant contributions to the reshaping of a new global

development path.

13. China’s participation in global climate governance should aim to realizing
the transition from a participant to a builder of the system while insisting on
its positioning as a developing country.

Within today's world economy, energy and climate change system, China's basic position is a
developing country with a unique status. Even though China has become the largest carbon emitter
and the second-largest economy in the world, its main development indicators and the ongoing
bifurcation of rural and urban economic structures demonstrate that China is still a developing
country. This implies significant differences between China and developed countries in terms of their
respective stages of development, development needs, historical responsibilities, and overall capacity.
In addition, China also faces specific national circumstances like coal based energy resources

endowment, vast landmass, limited stock of resources per capita in terms of both quantity and quality,
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etc. China needs to fully consider its developing stage, capacity and national circumstances while
participating in global climate governance.

Climate change has become an important issue concerning international morality, global
responsibility, national image and national development rights. China, as a developing country
responsible for the entire world, on one hand shall respect historical facts, adhere to its positioning
as a developing country and the principle of “common but differentiated responsibilities”, require
developed countries to fulfill their responsibilities in line with the principles and provisions of the
Convention, e.g. to take lead and set example in mitigation, and to provide adequate technical,
financial supports to developing countries, etc.; on the other hand, China shall be fully aware
of changes in its development stage and situations it faces in the new period, recognizing that
addressing climate change and innovating development path are something we need to do rather than
something asked to do. In China’s efforts to move its economy towards a more advanced stage, active
participation in global climate governance is the internal requirements in respect of adjusting structure,
overcoming middle-income trap, complying with the global trends of low-carbon development and
technological revolution, and improving international low-carbon competence.

Based on its national circumstances and objective positioning, China should participate in the
international climate process in an active and pragmatic way within the framework of sustainable
development and based on the principles of Convention, play a constructive role as a responsible
great country, undertake international responsibility to tackle climate change, which shall reflect its
development stage, overall capacity, positioning and national circumstances, and transform its role
from a participant to a builder to achieve strategic turn from "homeopathy" to "proactivity", ensuring
an equitable, effective and win-win global climate regime.

In general, China should consider the following objectives in a comprehensive way in its
participation in global climate governance:

(1) To guarantee reasonable essential emission space before peaking for China’s smooth
completion of industrialization, urbanization, and development path transition;

(2) To strive for an “equitable, effective and multiple win” international climate regime and
support actions to address climate change, so as to minimize the negative impacts of climate change;

(3) To minimize domestic economic dependence on GHG emissions and energy consumption
and cultivate long-term competitiveness in green and low-carbon development by pursuing lower and
earlier peaking of emissions;

(4) To transform from a participant in the global international regime into a builder and leader,
and use this as one of the platforms to improve China’s position, leadership and voice in setting and
implementing rules of global governance;

(5) To establish a positive image of China as a responsible nation with fairness and justice.
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